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Special Olympics was founded by Eunice 
Kennedy Shriver in 1968 to fight the severe 
social exclusion, neglect and lack of physical 
activities that people with intellectual 
disabilities faced at that time. 

In 1962, she launched “Camp Shriver” in her own backyard in Maryland — a 
summer day camp designed to explore the athletic capabilities of people. The 
massive success and positive impact of this camp proved that these athletes could 
thrive in competitive environments. 

Building on the momentum of Camp Shriver, she organized the first International 
Special Olympics Summer Games at Solder Field in Chicago in 1968, which brought 
together 1,000 athletes from across the United States and Canada. 

Special Olympics gives people with intellectual disabilities the opportunity to learn 
new skills, stay active, make friends and compete in sports. Whether you are new 
to sports or have been competing for years, there is a place for you!

About Special Olympics

Together, Everyone Achieves More



Sports Offered in Porter County
Porter County Special Olympics offers many sports throughout the year, including: 

•	 Basketball (Winter) 
•	 Bocce (Spring) 
•	 Bowling (Fall) 
•	 Cheerleading 
•	 Cornhole 
•	 Distance Run & Walk (Spring) 
•	 Flag Football (Fall) 

 

Sports Seasons
•	 Winter (January–March): Basketball 
•	 Spring (March–June): Bocce, Distance  

Run & Walk, Powerlifting, Track & Field
•	 Summer (June–August): Golf, Softball,  

Swimming 

Practice dates and competition schedules vary each year. Ask your coach or  
county coordinator for the current schedule. 

Did You Know?
Athletes who qualify at Area competitions can advance to Special Olympics  
Indiana State Games and even have the opportunity to compete at USA Games  
and World Games! 

Contact  
Special Olympics Indiana – Porter County

•	 Phone: (219) 465-1323 
•	 County Coordinator: Geremy Rinker 
•	 Website: www.porcoso.org

 

Meet Claire B.
Hi, my name is Claire B. and I 
would love to tell you a little about 
myself. My nickname is cupcake. I 
was born on December 11, 1998, 
in Valparaiso, IN. I went to and 
graduated from Chesterton High 
School in 2018. I started coming 
to OE in August 2024. I have an 
associate’s degree in liberal arts 
from Judson University. I did this 
through a program called Rise. I 
continued with this program and 
as of December 2025. I now have a 
bachelor’s degree. 

My favorite holiday is Easter. I 
have one sister, two nieces and 
one nephew. I also have three 
dogs named Audrey, George and 
Charlotte. I like to hang out with 
family and friends. I am also very 
involved in Special Olympics. 
I participate in swimming, 
basketball, cornhole, golf and 
bowling. One day I hope I can 
participate in the Special Olympics 
World Games and win a medal! 

I am very organized and a natural 
leader. I get along with all kinds of 
people. I am loyal and supportive 
and value my relationships and 
friendships. I want to continue 
learning and stay active. I want to 
be part of something that makes a 
positive impact and have a sense of 
purpose in my life! 

Opportunity Enterprises Self-Advocates works to encourage and empower individuals
to use their own voices to make choices and decisions that affect their lives.

We educate for equal rights, respect and inclusion for all!

•	 Golf (Summer) 
•	 Powerlifting (Spring) 
•	 Soccer (Fall) 
•	 Softball (Summer) 
•	 Swimming (Summer) 
•	 Track & Field (Spring) 
•	 Unified Volleyball (Fall) 

Why Join?
 Meet new friends
 Stay healthy and active
 Build confidence
 Learn teamwork
 Have fun and compete!

•	 Fall (August–November): 
Soccer, Flag Football, 
Unified Volleyball, Bowling, 
Cornhole, Cheerleading 


